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Sir: 



In response to the restriction requirement dated December 1 7, 2002, Applicants hereby 
provisionally elect the invention of Group I, claims 1-11. It is noted that this election is made by 
the Applicants while retaining their right to file a Divisional Application directed to the non- 
elected subject matter with the protection afforded by 35 USC § 121. 

Claims 12-16, directed to non-elected subject matter, remain in the apphcation. It is 
requested that they be permitted to remain in a dormant condition pending the filing of a divisional 
application. 




The Examiner accordingly is requested to proceed with an examination on the merits. 
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